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330- X-14-.01 Pr eanbl e.

(2) In order to meet the intent of the Code of Ala

1975, Title 34, Chapter 11, to safeguard the life, heal
property, and welfare of the public and to establis

a high standard of integrity, skills, and practice
professions of engineering and land surveying, the
Rules of Professional Conduct (Code of Ethics) are
accordance with Section 34-11-35, Code of Ala. 1975

th,
h and maintain
in the
following
promulgated in
and shall be

binding upon (a) every person holding a license as
engineer or professional land surveyor, (b) every c
engineer intern and land surveyor intern and (c) ho
certificates of authorization.

(2) All persons licensed or certified under the
provisions of Chapter 11, Title 34, Code of Ala. 19

a professional
ertified
Iders of

75 and prior

Code, are charged with having knowledge of the exis
Rules of Professional Conduct (Code of Ethics), Rul
330-X-14-.02 through 330-X-14-.07, and shall be dee
familiar with their several provisions and to under

Such knowledge shall encompass the understanding th
practice of engineering or land surveying is a priv
opposed to a right, and the licensee or intern shal
forthright and candid in his or her statements or w
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Chapter 330-X-14

response to the Board or its representatives on mat
pertaining to professional conduct.

3) Where applicable, the singular use of the word
“engineer or land surveyor” used in the five Rules
Professional Conduct (Canons) shall also include ho
certificates of authorization.

(4) Licensees, in the performance of their service
for clients, employers, and customers, shall be cog
their first and foremost responsibility is to the p
safety and welfare.
Aut hor:  Alabama State Board of Registration for Professiona
Engineers and Land Surveyors
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975
H story: Filed September 22, 1982
November 14, 1984; September 15, 1987.
September 13, 1994, effective October 18, 1994.
September 23, 1998; effective October 28, 1998.
June 22, 2012; effective July 27, 2012.

Anended:
Anrended:

330-X-14-.02 Conflict O
land surveyor shall exercise independent judgments,
practices on behalf of clients and employers as fol

(@) The engineer or land surveyor shall attempt to
avoid all conflicts of interest with his client or
when a conflict of interest is unavoidable, the eng
surveyor shall immediately inform his or her employ
of any business association, interest, or circumsta
might tend to influence the licensee’s professional
decisions or practices or the quality of services.

(b) The engineer or land surveyor shall not solici
accept any gratuity, material favor or benefits of
substantial nature from any party, agent, servant o
dealing with his or her client or employer in conne
project on which he or she is performing or has con
perform engineering or land surveying services. Th
solicitation or acceptance includes, but is not lim
act, article, money or other material possessions w
such value or proportion that its acceptance create
clandestine obligation on the part of the receiver
compromises his or her ability to exercise his or h
independent judgment.

Supp. 9/30/12 14-2

, 834-11-35.
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(©) The engineer or land surveyor shall not solici
accept, directly or indirectly, any engineering or
contract, selection, or employment from a governmen
which a principal or officer of the licensee’s orga
serves as a member or employee.

(d) When in public service as a member or employee
a governmental body, the engineer or land surveyor
participate, directly or indirectly, in considerati
with respect to retaining services offered or provi
licensee, his or her associates or his or her organ
such governmental body.
Aut hor:  Alabama State Board of Registration for Professiona
Engineers and Land Surveyors
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975
H story: Filed September 22, 1982.
November 14, 1984.
October 28, 1998.

, §34-11-35.
Anmended: Filed

330- X-14-.03
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Amended: Filed September 23, 1998; effective

Qualified By Education And/ O Experience (Canon

I 1) . The engineer or land surveyor shall act competent|
proper care in performing engineering or land surve

for clients or employers and shall act only in fiel

gualified by education or experience as follows:

(@) The engineer or land surveyor shall not accept
engineering or land surveying employment, or undert
engineering and/or land surveying assignment, for w
is not qualified by education or experience to perf
carry out adequately and competently; providing and
however, that an engineer or land surveyor may acce
assignment requiring education and experience outsi
field of competence only to the extent that persona
or land surveying services are restricted solely to
of the service or project in which he or she is qua
competent, and that all other phases of such servic
shall be performed by legally qualified consultants
or employees.

(b) The engineer or land surveyor shall not affix
or her signature or seal to any engineering or land
plan or document dealing with subject matter on whi
is not qualified by education or experience to form
judgment.

(©) The engineer or land surveyor, when serving as
expert or technical witness before any court, commi

Supp. 9/30/12 14- 3
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Chapter 330-X-14

tribunal, shall express an opinion only when it is
adequate knowledge of the facts in issue, upon a ba
technical competence in the subject matter, and upo
conviction of the accuracy and propriety of his or

(d) The engineer, land surveyor, engineer intern,
land surveyor intern shall not engage in any other
matter for which a specific license is required wit
being licensed in that profession.
Aut hor:  Alabama State Board of Registration for Professiona
Engineers and Land Surveyors
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975
H story: Filed September 22, 1982.
September 23, 1998; effective October 28, 1998.

, 834-11-35.
Anended: Filed

330- X-14-.04
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Confidences OF Cients and Enpl oyers (Canon I11).

The engineer or land surveyor shall safeguard and p
confidences and private information of clients and
follows:

(@) Except as permitted by Rule 330-X-14-.04(b), t
engineer or land surveyor shall not knowingly:

1. Reveal a confidence or private information
regarding or in the possession of the licensee’s cl
employer, current or former;

2. Use a confidence or private information regardi
or in the possession of his client or employer, cur
former, to the disadvantage of the client or employ

3. Use a confidence or private information regardi
or in the possession of the client or employer for
of a third person, unless the client or employer, c
former, consents after full disclosure except (b) b

(b) The engineer or land surveyor may reveal
confidences or private information under the follow
circumstances:

1. When he or she has obtained the consent of the
client or clients, employer or employers, current o
affected, but only after full disclosure to them;

2. When required by law or court order;

Supp. 9/30/12 14-4
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Engi neers Chapter 330-X-14

3. When necessary to establish legal proof of his or
her relationship with a client or employer, current or former, in
a court action to recover salaries, fees or other c ompensation
due him or her as a result of his employment or ass ociation with
the client or employer, current or former;

4. When necessary to defend himself or herself or his
employees or associates in a legal action alleging wrongful
conduct;

5. When there is potential danger to the public’s
safety and well being.

(©) The engineer or land surveyor shall exercise
reasonable care to prevent unauthorized disclosure or use by his
or her employees and associates of private informat ion or
confidences regarding or in the possession of a cli ent or
employer, current or former.

(d) Nothing in this rule shall relieve an engineer or
land surveyor from complying with Rule 330-X-14-.05 @)-

(e) Licensees shall not accept compensation, finan cial
or otherwise, from more than one party for services pertaining to
the same project, unless the circumstances are full y disclosed
and agreed to by all interested parties.

Aut hor:  Alabama State Board of Registration for Professiona I
Engineers and Land Surveyors

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975 , §34-11-35.

H story: Filed September 22, 1982. Amended: Filed

November 14, 1984. Amended: Filed September 23, 1998; effective
October 28, 1998. Amended: Filed June 22, 2012; effective

July 27, 2012.

330- X-14-.05 Practi ce (Canon |V). The engineer or land

surveyor shall endeavor to build a practice and pro fessional
reputation on the merit of his services as follows:

€) The engineer or land surveyor shall not offer, or
promise to pay or deliver, directly or indirectly, any
commission, political contribution, gift, favor, gr atuity,
benefit or reward as an inducement to secure any sp ecific
professional engineering or professional land surve ying work or
assignment; providing and excepting, however, that an engineer or
land surveyor may pay a duly licensed employment ag ency its fee
or commission for securing engineering or land surv eying

employment in a salaried position.

Supp. 9/30/12 14-5
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(b) The engineer or land surveyor shall not solici
professional employment by self-laudatory advertisi
manner contrary to high professional standards.

(c) Licensees shall not falsify or permit
misrepresentation of their, or their associates, ac
professional qualifications. They shall not misrep
exaggerate their degree of responsibility in prior
nor the complexity of said assignments. Presentati
to the solicitation of employment or business shall
misrepresent pertinent facts concerning employers,
associates, joint ventures, or past accomplishments

(d) The engineer or land surveyor shall not suppla
nor attempt to supplant, directly or indirectly, an
or land surveyor in an ongoing engineering or land
project, after contracts have been awarded to such
or land surveyor.

(e) The engineer or land surveyor shall not attemp
compete with another engineer or land surveyor for
reducing his or her usual charges or by the use of
practices.

() The engineer or land surveyor, shall not
participate in or implement procurement practices (
submittals) which do not first determine the qualif
the engineer or land surveyor prior to entering int
negotiations for services being sought. An enginee
surveyor having submitted a statement of qualificat
performance data, and having first been judged as t
individual or firm to provide the services required
proposed project, may proceed to negotiate a contra
client and establish compensation or fees for the r
services.

Should the engineer or land surveyor be unable to
a satisfactory contract with the client for any rea
engineer or land surveyor shall withdraw from furth
consideration for the engineering or land surveying
Another engineer or land surveyor may then be selec
negotiations of a contract for the services on the
project.

Examples include but are not limited to, simultaneo
negotiations or solicitation of fee proposals by th
two or more engineers or land surveyors constitutes
participation by a licensee is prohibited.

Supp. 9/30/12 14- 6
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(9) The engineer or land surveyor shall perform hi
her work in accordance with approval standards of p
care and shall endeavor to adhere to all laws in ef
jurisdiction in which he or she is practicing.

(h) Should the engineer or land surveyor be presen

with a Certification to be signed, sealed and dated
in Rule 330-X-11-.04 and defined in Rule 330-X-2-.0
she should carefully evaluate that Certification to
any of the circumstances set forth below would appl
engineer or land surveyor who signs, seals and date
Certifications which: (a) relate to matters which
engineer's or land surveyor's technical competence,
involve matters which are beyond the engineer's or
surveyor's scope of services actually provided, or
matters which were not prepared under the engineer'
surveyor's responsible supervision, direction or co
subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Rule 330
of these circumstances would apply, the engineer or
shall either: (a) modify the Certification to limi

those matters which the engineer or land surveyor ¢
sign, seal and date, or (b) decline to sign the Cer

M The engineer or land surveyor shall be complet
objective, truthful, and shall include all relevant
information in all professional reports, statements

()] The engineer or land surveyor shall issue no
statements, or criticisms or arguments on matters c
public policy which are inspired or paid for by an
party, or parties, unless he or she has prefaced hi
comments by explicitly identifying himself or herse
disclosing the identities of the party, or parties,
behalf he or she is speaking, and by revealing the
any pecuniary interest he or she may have in the in

(k) Licensees shall notify their employer or clien
and such other authority as may be appropriate when
professional judgment or covenants of this Code of
overruled under circumstances where life, health, p
welfare of the public is endangered.

Aut hor :
Engineers and Land Surveyors

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975
H story: Filed September 22, 1982.
November 14, 1984; September 15, 1987; March 5, 199
Filed September 13, 1994, effective October 18, 199
Filed September 23, 1998; effective October 28, 199
Filed June 18, 2002; effective July 23, 2002.

Supp. 9/30/12 14-7
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April 29, 2003; effective June 3, 2003.
June 22, 2012; effective July 27, 2012.

330- X-14-. 06
shall contribute to the maintenance, integrity, ind
competency of the engineering or land surveying pro
follows:

€) The engineer or land surveyor shall not:

1. Violate any provision of the Alabama law
regulating the practice of engineering and land sur
the Administrative Code of the Board of Licensure f
Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors;

2. Participate, directly or indirectly, in any pla
scheme or arrangement attempting or having as its p
evasion of any provision of the Alabama law regulat
practice of engineering and land surveying;

3. Fail to exercise reasonable care or diligence t
prevent his or her partners, associates, and employ
engaging in conduct which if done by him or her, wo
any provision of the Alabama Law regulating the pra
engineering and land surveying;

4. Engage in any illegal conduct, whether a felony
misdemeanor, the essential element of which is dish

5. Engage in any conduct that discredits or tends
discredit the profession of engineering or land sur

6. Permit or allow, his or her professional
identification, seal, firm, or business name, or hi
services to be used or made use of, directly or ind
any manner whatsoever, so as to make possible or cr
opportunity for the unauthorized practice of engine
surveying by any person, firm or corporation in thi

7. Perform any acts, allow omissions or make any
assertions or representations which are fraudulent,
misleading, or which in any manner whatsoever tend
misleading impression;

8. Knowingly associate with or permlt or allow the
use of his or her name, firm name or professional i
or seal in any business venture, project or enterpr

Supp. 9/30/12 14- 8
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or she knows or has reason to believe is engaged in
practices which violate any provision of the Alabam
regulating the practice of engineering and land sur

9. Knowingly associate with or permit the use of h

or her name, professional identification, seal, fir
name in connection with any venture or enterprise w
knows, or has reason to believe, is engaging in tra
or professional practice of a fraudulent, deceitful
nature;

10. Injure or attempt to injure or damage the
professional reputation of another by any means wha
provided and except, however, that this shall not r
engineer or land surveyor of the obligation to expo
or illegal conduct to the proper authorities or pre
but private appraisal of engineers or land surveyor
persons or firms considered for employment;

11. Aid or abet, directly or indirectly, any
unlicensed person in connection with the unauthoriz
engineering or land surveying; or any firm or corpo
practice of engineering or land surveying unless ca
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 11, Title
Alabama Law regulating the practice of engineering
surveying;

12. Place his or her seal, signature, date and lic

number on a document constituting a certification t

document was prepared by the licensee unless the do
prepared by the licensee or under his or her direct

personal supervision or unless the licensee has rev
document in sufficient depth to fully coordinate an
responsibility for plans prepared by another licens
professional engineer or licensed professional land

13. Review the work of another engineer or land
surveyor, for the same employer, except with the kn
consent of the engineer or land surveyor, unless th
of the engineer or land surveyor with the work has
terminated.

14. Participate in procurement procedures for
engineering or land surveying services either by pr
bids or in requesting bids from other professional
land surveyors where bidding is the primary conside

15. Fail to respond to the Board within 60 days of

receipt of Board inquiries.

Supp. 9/30/12 14-9
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Chapter 330-X-14

(b) The engineer or land surveyor shall be persona
and professionally responsible and accountable for
custody, control and use of his or her engineer's o
surveyor's seal, professional signature, and identi
engineer or land surveyor whose seal has been lost,
stolen shall, upon discovery of its loss, report th
immediately to the Board, which may invalidate the
of the seal, if it deems this necessary, and issue
license number to the engineer or land surveyor.

(c) When in public service as a member or employee
any governmental body, agency or department, the en
surveyor shall not participate, directly or indirec
make use of any property, facility or service of su
governmental body, agency or department for the ben
private business or activity in which such engineer
surveyor also may be engaged, unless prior, proper
obtained in writing.

(d) The engineer or land surveyor shall not, direc
or indirectly, use or make use of any property, fac
service of his or her client or employer for the be
engineer or land surveyor, unless prior, proper aut
obtained in writing.

(e) The engineer or land surveyor shall not practi
or offer to practice engineering or land surveying
governmental jurisdiction in which to do so would b
of the laws regulating the practice of professional
or professional land surveying in that jurisdiction

() Licensees having knowledge of possible/probabl
violations of any of these Rules of Professional Co
provide the Board with the information and cooperat
to make the final determination of such violation.

(9) It shall be the duty and sole responsibility o
each licensee and intern to provide written notific
Board of any changes to their mailing address and b
affiliation within 30 days after the change.
Aut hor:  Alabama State Board of Registration for Professiona
Engineers and Land Surveyors
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975
H story: Filed September 22, 1982. Amended: Filed
November 14, 1984; July 13, 1992. Amended: Filed
September 23, 1998; effective October 28, 1998.
December 15, 2004; effective January 19, 2005.
December 12, 2008; effective January 16, 2009.
June 22, 2012; effective July 27, 2012.

, 834-11-35.

Supp. 9/30/12 14- 10
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330- X-14-. 07
partnership, or firm shall be held responsible for

acts of its agents, employees, officers, partners,

licensed or non-licensed.

Aut hor:  Alabama State Board of Registration for Professiona
Engineers and Land Surveyors

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975
H story: Filed September 22, 1982.
November 14, 1984.
October 28, 1998.

Anmended: Filed

330- X-14-.08 Convi cti ons.
denial of a license to practice engineering or land

another jurisdiction, for reasons or causes which t

would constitute a violation of the Alabama Law reg

practice of engineering and land surveying or any r

regulation, or code promulgated by the Board, shall

cause for the denial, suspension, or revocation of

practice engineering or land surveying in the State

Aut hor:  Alabama State Board of Registration for Professiona
Engineers and Land Surveyors

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975
H story: Filed September 22, 1982.
September 23, 1998; effective October 28, 1998.

, 8§34-11-35.
Amended: Filed

SEVERABI LI TY

If any of the above provisions of the Rules of Pro
Conduct (Code of Ethics) or any part thereof, or an
paragraph, clause, phrase or word thereof is constr
courts to be invalid for any reason, it is the inte
Board that the remainder shall continue in full for
that is, it is the intention of the Board that each
provisions and/or any portions thereof, are severab

Supp. 9/30/12 14-11
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